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Investigate Animal defences
Investigate Animal defences series contains six children’s books – Animal defences, Octopus, Penguins, Elephants, Deer and Otters – and an accompanying Animal defences CD-ROM. 

Animal defences overview book

Animal Defences is an introductory book that lays the foundations for the detailed information contained in the books on specific animals: Octopus, Penguins, Elephants, Deer and Otters. 

It can be used in group work and, in conjunction with the CD-ROM, in shared work to teach children key scientific concepts concerning the ways in which animals stay alive. You can also use it to teach the literacy skills necessary for reading, writing and talking about non-fiction.

Octopus, Penguins, Elephants, Deer and Otters 

These books develop the concepts touched upon in the overview book, Animal defences, and are ideal for group work in developing children’s scientific knowledge and vocabulary while teaching them non-fiction literacy skills.

CD-ROM

The CD-ROM is extremely versatile and contains video clips, audio, in-depth information and games. It is ideal for teaching and modelling concepts, non-fiction features, grammar and vocabulary contained in the overview book. It can be used alone or alongside the overview book to develop children’s enjoyment, knowledge and understanding of the defences that animals need for survival, while promoting non-fiction literacy skills.

Highly flexible, it is perfect as an extension of the overview book since it contains further information, activities and in-depth answers to questions. It also contains a source of activities for less-confident learners allowing them to access the text through the audio and other stimulus to generate interest while developing knowledge in the subject.

Teachers' notes

The following pages provide teachers' notes for leading guided reading sessions. They can be used in any order and cover work at word, sentence and text levels. 

Elephants teachers’ notes
Key words

prey, predators, herd, adapt, calf, female, trunk, tusk, hunter

Activities for guided reading
· Hide the title of the book and look at the cover image together. Ask the children to predict what the book is about. Ask them whether they think this is a non-fiction or fiction book and to justify their answer.

· Challenge the children to find the contents page, a chapter heading, the glossary and index. Can they find an example of a caption and a label? How would they find out where in the text the word ‘tusks’ is used?

· After reading the text, ask the children what a baby elephant is called. Can they name another animal whose baby is known as a calf? Do they know the names for a baby dog, cat, lion, kangaroo and penguin?

· Ask the children to clap the number of syllables in the following words: ‘elephant’, ‘female’, ‘Africa’, ‘together’ and ‘trumpet’.

· Check children’s comprehension by asking them how an elephant’s body is adapted to living in a hot climate. 

· Draw the children’s attention to the word ‘catch’ on page 18. Do the children know the past tense of this irregular verb? Do they know the past tense of the following verbs: ‘keep’, ‘are’, ‘fly’, ‘lead’ and ‘swim’? How would they find out this information? (Look up the words in a dictionary.)
· Challenge the children to find antonyms for the following words: ‘oldest’, ‘together’, ‘wide’, ‘safe’, ‘hot’ and ‘hungry’.

Speaking and listening opportunities

· Ask the children to describe in their own words what an elephant looks like.

· Encourage the children to develop their visual literacy by covering the text on pages 16–17 and asking them to talk about what’s happening in the picture. 

· Encourage the children to talk about layout by looking at page 17 together. What effect is created by having the word ‘danger’ in a different font and colour? Why, do they suppose, was the colour red chosen for the word ‘danger’?

· Challenge the children to scan the text for verbs that describe the elephant’s movements. Then invite one child to mimic the movements, using the verbs as prompts. 

Follow-on writing opportunities

· Ask the children to make a list of verbs from the text that they could use in their own writing about elephants. For example, ‘stomp’, ‘flap’ and ‘trumpet’. Explain that these verbs are onomatopoeic. 

Support for less confident learners
· Cover page 20 with a blank sheet of paper and ask the children to talk about what is happening in the picture on page 21. 
Extension for more confident learners

· Cover page 20 with a blank sheet of paper and ask the children to write about what is happening in the photo on page 21.
Notes for: Elephants
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