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In the early hours of the morning on 13 August 1961, Soviet and East German 
soldiers put barbed wire barriers across the streets in Berlin. Three days later, 
they began to replace the barbed wire with a concrete wall. When they had 
finished, West Berlin was surrounded by a wall that was 4 metres high and 
11 kilometres long. It was overlooked by armed border guards in over 300 
watchtowers, who made sure nobody crossed.

Reasons for the construction of the Berlin Wall

Rapid economic recovery in West Germany and 
better standards of living since 1949 (Marshall Aid)

Large numbers of 
educated, highly 
skilled people 
moved out of the 
Soviet-controlled 
East to the West 
through Berlin

Soviet belief that the USA was using Berlin as a 
centre for spying operations against them

The Berlin Wall

Part Three:
Transformation of the 
Cold War

Drain on 
East German 
resources

Embarrassment 
of Soviet 
government

BERLIN W
ALL

For 28 years, 
the Berlin 
Wall was the 
most famous 
symbol of 
the Cold 
War. Several 
hundred 
people were 
shot dead 
trying to 
cross from 
East to West

The building of the Berlin 
Wall, August 1961.

DOIT!
Write a paragraph 
explaining why the 
Soviets wanted to stop 
people leaving the 
Soviet satellite states.
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