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Phoneme pronunciation chart
/s/ The mouth is slightly open and the tongue is fl at behind your teeth. Air comes out between your 

teeth. You can stretch the sound.

/a/ Open your mouth wide and make a loud sound, as if something is nipping you /a/a/a/. You can 
stretch the sound.

/t/ Your mouth is open and your tongue is behind your teeth. It starts at the top of your mouth and goes 
down. Feel the air come out of your mouth as you do it. Make it a very short sound and whisper it.

/p/ Touch your lips together quickly. Imagine you are blowing a candle out on a cake and make it a very 
short sound and whisper it.

/i/ Open your mouth a tiny bit and the corners of your mouth pull back. You can stretch the sound.

/n/ The tip of your tongue goes behind your top teeth and your tongue doesn’t move. You can stretch 
the sound.

/e/ Your mouth is open a little and your teeth are apart. It looks like you are smiling. 

/d/ Put the tip of your tongue behind your top teeth and move your tongue down. It’s a bit like /t/ but 
only a little air comes out of your mouth.

/m/ Put your lips together. It sounds like humming. You can stretch the sound.

/g/ Feel the sound right at the back of your mouth. Put your fi ngers on your throat and feel the sound.

/o/ Your mouth is open and your chin drops down a little. You can stretch the sound.

/k/ Feel the sound in the back of your mouth. It sounds a bit like /g/, but you can feel air coming out 
from your mouth and whisper it.

/u/ Open your mouth just a little. You need to push some air out as you do it. 

/r/ Lift your tongue up in the back of your mouth. It sounds like a car going fast. You can stretch the 
sound.

/b/ When you make this sound your lips go together and pop open. It is like /p/ but no air comes out.

/f/ Touch your teeth onto your bottom lip and push air between your teeth. You can stretch the sound 
and whisper it.

/l/ Move your tongue to the top of your mouth. It stays there as you make the sound in the back of your 
mouth. You can stretch the sound.

/h/ Open your mouth a little. You push air out of your mouth to whisper it. You can stretch the sound.

/sh/ Put your teeth together and push air out of your mouth. You can stretch the sound.

/z/ Put your teeth together and your tongue near the front of your mouth and behind your teeth. You 
push air through your teeth and it makes a buzzing noise. You can stretch the sound.

/w/ Put your lips close together in a little circle, then open them up.

/ch/ Stick out your lips a little. Your teeth are together at fi rst and then they open up. 

/j/ Stick out your lips a little. Your tongue is near the top of your mouth and it moves when you open 
your mouth.

/v/ Touch your teeth onto your bottom lip and push air between your teeth. You can stretch the sound.

/y/ Open your mouth a little and put your tongue near the top of your mouth. Your tongue touches the 
sides of your teeth. Your mouth is open a little more at the end of the sound.

/th/ When you make the sound /th/ as in ‘thin’, put your tongue between your teeth and stick it out. Push 
air between your tongue and teeth. You can stretch the sound and whisper it.

/th/ When you make the sound /th/ sound as in ‘this’, your tongue touches the top of your mouth and it 
vibrates. Your can feel the sound in your throat. You can stretch the sound.

/ng/ This is like a humming sound at the back of your throat but you make it with your mouth open. You 
can stretch the sound.

/zh/ Open your lips in a little circle and blow air through your mouth. Your mouth opens wider at the end 
of the sound.
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