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 Gran: Our favourite game was burying each other in the sand so only our 
heads were poking out. Then we used to collect loads of shells and 
pebbles to decorate each other with.  Child: Did you collect the shells in your bucket like I do? Gran: Sometimes but we had to share one bucket and spade between six 

so we had to take it in turns to use them. My bucket and spade wasn’t 
like yours either. The bucket was made of metal and the spade was 
made of metal too with a wooden handle. Dad: Didn’t you used to watch a Punch and Judy show on the beach every 

day too?
 Gran: Yes. It used to cost ha’penny each to watch the show.  Child: What’s a Punch and Judy show?  Gran: It’s a puppet show with characters in it called Punch and his wife Judy 

as well as a crocodile, a policeman and a baby. Punch was always 
horrible to Judy and the baby but the policeman always used to come 
and tell him off. It was very funny then but I’m not sure people would 
laugh at it as much now.

 Child: What else did you like to do? Gran: I used to love going on the pier because you could see the sea 
between the planks of wood. There were some amusements on the 
pier too. In those days you had to pay to go on the pier so it used to 
be our special treat on the last night of the holiday to spend the 
evening there. We were each given a few pennies to spend and they 
used to last us all evening. I always used to have a go on the coconut 
shy but I never used to win. Child: It sounds like there are lots of things that have changed about the 

seaside.
 Dad: Yes but there are lots of things that sound like they haven’t changed 

that much too.
 Child: Can we go to the seaside for our holiday this year Dad? Can Gran 

come too?
 Dad: We’ll see Dylan. We’ll see.

an: Our favourite game was bu
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Seaside holidays transcript

 Child: Where did you used to go on your holidays when you were little Dad?

 Dad: I used to go to Mablethorpe for a week every August.

 Child: Who did you go with? 

 Dad: Your Gran and Granddad, Aunty Rachel and Uncle Kevin and my 

Granddad Tom and Grandma Betty. They were Gran’s parents, your 

great grandparents.

 Gran: (chuckles) Your Great Granddad Tom used to build a boat out of sand 

for your dad and Uncle Kevin. It was big enough for them both to sit 

inside.

 Dad: We used to imagine we were pirates and chase after Aunty Rachel. 

We picked her up once and put her in a great big hole we’d dug. 

 Gran: Rachel was really upset after that, wasn’t she? I made you and Kevin 

go and buy everyone an ice cream to cheer her up.

 Dad: I remember, yes. The ice creams I bought weren’t in cones. The man 

unwrapped a slab of vanilla ice cream for each of us and put it 

between two wafers. I haven’t had an ice cream like that for a long 

time. 

 Child: What else did you do on the beach?

 Dad: Gran used to write postcards to everyone while your Granddad 

organised ball games like rounders and football for us all to play. He 

used to ask other families on the beach if they wanted to have a 

competition. The games would go on for ages. It was really good fun.

 Gran: Your dad used to go paddling in the sea a lot too. Your uncle Kevin 

never liked going in the sea because he said it was too cold but your 

dad and Aunty Rachel used to like trying to jump over the waves. 

 Dad: That was always good fun. 

 Gran: On one day I would pay for the children to have a donkey ride. They 

used to spend ages choosing which donkey they wanted to go on 

because they all had different names. (chuckles) Rachel always 

seemed to choose the slow one, didn’t she?
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 Dad: Yeah. 

 Child: So you went to the beach every day then? 

 Dad: Mostly we did but we sometimes ate our picnic near the boating lake 
or spent the afternoon at the children’s paddling pools.

 Gran: We sometimes used to go for a walk in the sand dunes after our 
picnic lunch as well.

 Child: Did you do anything else?

 Dad: After tea in the holiday flat where we were staying, we used to go to 
the amusements. There were lots of 1p and 2p machines to play on 
but there weren’t really any computer arcade games then. My 
favourite game was roll a penny. 

 Child: What’s that?

 Dad: You had to roll a penny down a ramp and if it landed between the 
lines you won a prize.

 Child: What about you Gran? Did you go to the seaside on holiday when you 
were little too?

 Gran: We went to Skegness a few times but we couldn’t afford to go every 
year. When we did go we used to put all our clothes in one big 
travelling trunk and go on the train. There used to be barrow boys at 
the station that you could pay to carry your trunk to your holiday flat.

 Child: Who did you go with?

 Gran: My mum and dad, my two grandmothers and my brothers and 
sisters. There used to be ten of us altogether, that’s why we couldn’t 
always afford to go.

 Child: Did you spend a lot of time on the beach too?

 Gran: Yes we did. My dad used to rent a deckchair for each of my grandmas 
to sit on but the rest of us had to sit on a blanket or on the sand. When 
I went in the sea, I wore my pants and vest. I didn’t have a swimming 
costume to wear. 

 Child: Did you play games like dad did?
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Seaside holiday
How the text works and responding to the textHow the text works and responding to the text
● Before listening to the text, supply each child with a piece of A4 paper 
folded into thirds and ask them to write what they already know about 
seaside holidays in the past in the first of the three columns. In the 
second column, ask them to write some questions about what they 
would like to find out about seaside holidays in the past. Leave the 
third column blank; this should be used at the end of the topic for 
the children to answer their own questions and record what else they 
have learned.

● Play the audio file for the class. Encourage the children to discuss what 
they have found out with a partner. Play the file again and ask each child 
to make some quick notes on a piece of paper about seaside holidays in 
the past. When they have tried to make their notes from the audio, 
provide them with a copy of the transcript and see if they can find more 
information from it. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each 
text type.

● Share an information book 
about seaside holidays 

in the past 
with the 
class as 
another 
comparison 
and again 
discuss the 
advantages 
and 
disadvantages 
of each. Look 

DifferentiationDifferentiation

SupportSupport
● Allow children to role 
play scenes from a seaside 
holiday 50 years ago. 
Support this by suggesting 
ideas of things the people 
may have seen and done. 
Children could work in 
pairs to produce a recording 
of two people talking about 
their seaside holidays as 
a child.
ExtendExtend
● Ask the children to make 
a short presentation of their 
work to the class. Encourage 
them to consider how they 
can make their presentation 
more interesting – for 
example, by adding pictures 
– and how they might use 
gestures to emphasise what 
they are saying. 

Cross-curricular Cross-curricular 
activitiesactivities

History Unit 3History Unit 3
What were seaside holidays What were seaside holidays 
like in the past?like in the past?
● As homework, ask 
the children to record 
interviews with adults 
at home about their 
experiences of the seaside.
Geography Unit 4Geography Unit 4
Going to the seasideGoing to the seaside
●  Discuss the physical and 
man-made features of a 
seaside town and whether 
they have changed over time.

ObjectivesObjectives

● Strand 2: Listen to talk by 
an adult, remember some 
specifi c points and identify 
what they have learned.
● Strand 9: Maintain 
consistency in non-narrative, 
including purpose and tense.
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