FACT FILE

CODES
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MAKING CODES

Morse code isn‘t secret but many codes are. People first used codes to send
secret messages a long time ago. Julius Caesar (100 — 44 BC) did not want
his enemies to read his messages, and so he used a special code. In this code,
he moved the letters by three places so the letter Ais D, BisE, CisF ...

Can you read this message in Caesar code?
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Caesar codes are usually quite
easy to break. You can test this:
make a new Caesar code by
moving the letters a different
number of places. Write a
message in the new code and
give it to your friend. Can he
or she break the code?

MORE DIFFICULT CODES

Over the years, people used more and more difficult codes to send secret
messages. In one code the sender writes the message in a special pattern.
For example, you write the message TINTIN AND SNOWY like this:
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The sender then reads across the lines to Write

write the message, like this. a message in
code using this

pattern. Can your
friends break the
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THE ENIGMA CODES
During World War Il, the
Germans made very difficult
codes with the Enigma
machine. For years the British
tried to break the Enigma
codes. At last they were
lucky — some British soldiers
found one of the German
Enigma machines. With

this the British could break
the Enigma code and read
messages in it.

What do these words mean?
You can use a dictionary.
code pattern secret
enemy break soldier



