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1. The young man was in love with a beautiful girl but ‘he 
was too shy to tell anyone about it – except his dog’. Why 
do you think he didn’t mind telling his dog? 

2. The girl’s eyes and smile are described as being ‘as warm 
as the sun’. What do you think they look like? 

 
Why do you think the writer described them in this way? 

3. What does ‘closely-guarded secret’ mean?

4. What task did the girl’s father set for anyone who wanted 
to marry her?

5. The dog was offered dinner but instead ‘bounded home as 
fast as his short legs would carry him’. Then he was offered 
a bone but ‘...didn’t bother to wait. Instead, he raced home 
as fast as he could.’ Finally, he was offered water but ‘raced 
back’. Why didn’t he wait?

6. Nsassi kept forgetting the girl’s name. How did he 
remember it in the end?
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